
Fall 2021 Course Planning 
 
A full-time course load is three or four courses per quarter, and you should plan to take four 
courses this fall quarter.  
 
Most of your classes in your first year will be courses that satisfy Northwestern’s distribution 
requirements. The distribution requirements are the liberal arts and science classes that all 
students in the School of Communication must complete to earn a bachelor’s degree. These 
courses are an excellent opportunity to identify areas of study in which you might like to minor 
or add a second major. They can also be used to pursue goals such as pre-medicine or pre-
health plans.  
 
For majors that have a foreign language requirement, many of our students enroll in a language 
course during fall quarter. If you place into a higher-level language course, this may not be 
necessary. If you are beginning the study of a language or placed into the first quarter of the 
second-year course, enrollment in the appropriate fall quarter language course is necessary to 
avoid a yearlong delay, since these classes are taught in a sequence. 
 
 

Courses in Your Major 
 

COMMUNICATION STUDIES 

First-year students who pursue the Communication Studies major must complete a first-year 
seminar during the 2021 fall quarter. The seminar is designed to provide you with opportunities 
to learn about key issues in our field in a small class setting. This class appears in CAESAR as 
COMM ST 294-0. Titles of each section, followed by instructor’s name in parentheses, are “The 
Public Image” (Dr. Robert Hariman), “Climate Change Communication” (Dr. James Schwoch), 
and “Adolescent Development” (Dr. Ellen Wartella).  
 
During fall quarter, COMM ST 102-0 Public Speaking will be available. This course is currently 
required for all students in our major. Another course among options to satisfy a Core course 
requirement offered in fall quarter is COMM ST 227-0 Communication and Technology. 
We have set aside some seats for incoming students in both of these classes. Other courses that 
satisfy core course requirements are also offered later in the academic year, so don’t worry if 
you aren’t able to get a seat in these classes during fall quarter.  
 
Communication Studies students are also welcome to take one of the following courses in the 
fall quarter to further explore some of the branches of the Communication Studies field:   
COMM ST 250-0 Team Leadership and Decision Making, 
COMM ST 261-0 Introduction to Strategic Communication, or 



COMM ST 274-0 Power in Entertainment.  
 

DANCE 

In your first year, you’ll be exploring the core dance courses, which cover improvisation, 
composition, history and different approaches to the study of movement and dance. You will 
also study different dance forms in technique classes; you should take the online dance 
placement evaluation, so that you can be placed in the appropriate levels for each technique: 
Ballet, Jazz & Modern. Please contact Caitlin Robb at caitlin.robb@northwestern.edu with any 
questions about the dance placement evaluation and the appropriate links. Submissions are 
due July 12 and results will be emailed out on July 19. More details about your major 
requirements and course planning will be provided during Wildcat Welcome. 
 

HUMAN COMMUNICATION SCIENCES (CSD) 

During your first year, you will be required to take CSD 110 Introduction to Speech and Hearing 
Acoustics during the fall quarter. An opportunity to take a first year seminar in CSD may be 
available in winter quarter. Otherwise, you have the flexibility to select whatever suits your 
interests for your remaining first year courses. More details about your major requirements, as 
well as some strategies for course planning, will be provided during Wildcat Welcome. 
 

PERFORMANCE STUDIES 

In your first year, you’ll begin your threefold exploration of performance: as an object of study, 
as a lens for social/cultural phenomena, as well as a research method. This exploration will 
introduce you to the emerging discipline through a range of performance theories and practices, 
from the study of performance in everyday life, to the artistry of political protest, to the 
adaptation of texts. You will also grow your understanding of producing and curating 
performances through a practicum course.  
 
In your first year, 100- and 200-level Performance Studies courses are most appropriate. The 
following classes provide particularly good introductions to the discipline: 

• Performance Studies 101-0, “Modes of Performance” 

• Performance Studies 103-0, “Analysis and Performance of Literature” 

• Performance Studies 203-0, “Performance, Culture, and Communication” 
 

RTVF 

As an overview of your first year of core courses in Radio/Television/Film, here's what you'll be 
taking:    

• RTVF 220, Analyzing Media Texts – all incoming majors take this course in fall quarter 
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• RTVF 190, Media Construction – the first production course, taken either in winter or 
spring quarter 

• Another 200-level RTVF course – taken in any quarter of the first year. Many RTVF 
majors take RTVF 260, Foundations of Screenwriting, to fulfill this requirement, but 
another good option is RTVF 298, which has varying topics, and you may also substitute 
Comm St 275 (Persuasive Images: Rhetoric of Popular Culture).  

 
If you look through the fall quarter course listings on the university's registration system 
(CAESAR), some courses such as RTVF 220 may appear to be full later in the summer. Don't 
worry—we reserve spots for you as a member of the incoming class, which will be added back 
just prior to your registration. And for fall quarter there will be 2 sections of RTVF 260, 
Foundations of Screenwriting specifically reserved for incoming majors. We’ll talk more about 
your specific options during Wildcat Welcome! 
 

THEATRE 

The First Year Rotation 
As a first-year theatre major, you are required to take four courses over the course of your first 
year:  
Theatre 140-1, "Theatre in Context," which includes a separate discussion section. This is an 
introductory course to the theatre as it is being practiced today. All first-year students will take 
this course in the same quarter. 
Theatre 140-2, "First-Year Seminar." This is an academically focused class that emphasizes 
research in the history and criticism of theatre, essay writing, and class discussion.  
Theatre 120-0, "Production in Context." This is a theatre production techniques class. It 
involves serving on a Run Crew, which requires a considerable time commitment for work 
during weekends and evenings. Because of the substantial time commitments of this 
course, students may not be involved, in any way, in another production during their 120-0 
quarter. 
Theatre 170-0, "Voice for Performance." This is a technical course that introduces you to voice 
training for the contemporary stage.  
 
In early September, you will receive an email informing you of the quarters in which you will 
take Theatre 140-1, 140-2, Theatre 120-0, and Theatre 170-0. Students are randomly assigned 
to these courses during the first year and are required to register for each course during the 
quarter in which it is assigned. In your group and individual advising sessions, I will provide 
additional information about the first-year rotation assignments. 
 
 
 


