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Making sustainable change in academia requires a focus on 
tenure-track faculty: They are responsible for research programs, 
curricula, and faculty hiring—conducting searches, recruiting 
new members, and recommending promotion and tenure  
decisions. Increasing diversity among faculty broadens 
classroom perspectives, promotes cultural competency and 
acceptance, and helps attract and support a diverse student 
body. Faculty may also serve as mentors and role models for  
students, including those who share similar backgrounds.

The David Mancosh Pathways to the Professoriate Postdoctoral 
Fellowship program seeks to increase the diversity of faculty in 
Northwestern University’s School of Communication (SoC) and 
throughout the communication arts and sciences. The program 
will closely vet candidates—with a preference for those who 
advance diversity, equity, and inclusion in accordance with  
University hiring practices—via methods and procedures  
consistent with tenure-track faculty searches. Once at  
Northwestern, candidates will be given access to resources  
and mentorship opportunities, and at the end of the fellowship 
period, they will move seamlessly into the University faculty.

PATHWAYS TO THE PROFESSORIATE
David Mancosh Pathways to the Professoriate Postdoctoral Fellowship

Fellows will be paired with a senior faculty member within their 
department and receive hands-on guidance over the course of 
the two-year fellowship. They will also participate in a series  
of workshops as part of CommFutures: The SoC Mentoring  
and Development Initiative. Led by senior faculty members,  
the workshops will cover complex topics, such as navigating the 
review, promotion, and tenure process; applying for public and 
private funding; and transitioning from graduate school to faculty.

The Pathways to the Professoriate program will help the School  
of Communication recruit, retain, and support exemplary  
doctoral students, driving research and scholarship while  
developing future professors, leaders, and trailblazers in  
the communication arts and sciences. The first of its kind at 
Northwestern, the fellowship program will establish permanent  
pathways for doctoral and postdoctoral candidates from 
underrepresented groups into full-time faculty positions— 
transforming the face of academia at the School of  
Communication for years to come.

Annie May Swift Hall, built in 1895 and today an Evanston Historic Landmark, is home to School of Communication faculty and scholars.



70 Arts Circle Drive communication.northwestern.edu 
Evanston, Illinois 60208 

DAVID A. MANCOSH SR. 

David Mancosh was a beloved teacher, administrator, coach, and 

mentor throughout his four-decade educational career in Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania. Growing up in the shadows of mid-century industrial 

Pittsburgh, Mancosh held deeply rooted values of integrity, family, 

service, justice, and equality. He graduated from the military academy 

in 1942 and attended Vanderbilt University on a football scholarship 

for one year before entering the military to serve in World War II. As a 

member of the 7th Armored Infantry Division, he spent 19 months in 

Europe and saw combat across the European theater, including the 

infamous Battle of the Bulge. After the war, Mancosh returned home 

and married Rose Marie Beck, who became his wife of 60 years. He 

graduated from Indiana State University with an education degree and 

later earned a master’s in education from the University of Pittsburgh. 

Mancosh was widely respected as a strong leader with a heart of gold 

who was devoted to developing the minds and character of his 

students and teachers. He was a patient listener and deeply caring. 

Mancosh took particular pride in nurturing students and providing 

them opportunities in cases of hardship or limited means. Deeply wise 

and devout, Mancosh did not fault others for mistakes, but he held 

them accountable by looking to their values, honesty, and willingness 

to accept responsibility. A colleague commented, “He helped to shape 

the character of hundreds of students. For him, education was about 

so much more than the grades; it was about the kind of person [the 

student] would become and the life they would lead.” Like all great 

teachers’, his influence on those fortunate to learn from and befriend 

him helped shape and sustain generations.

“The School of Communication is uniquely 
equipped to nurture early career faculty, as 
we are highly interdisciplinary and rigorous 
but this is still a supportive and nurturing 
environment. Our senior faculty are genuinely 
eager to help the next generation enter the 
academy, and we have created a framework 
where they can freely access the support 
and resources that are often hard to come by 
when one is just starting out.”

—Dean E. Patrick Johnson

To support postdoctoral fellowships at the School of  
Communication, contact Stephanie Trodello at 847-467-3578 
or stephanie.trodello@northwestern.edu. For more information 
about applying to the Pathways to the Professoriate program, 
contact mancoshpostdoc@northwestern.edu. 
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Mancosh pictured with a group of middle school scholars in the mid-1950s.David A. Mancosh Sr., longtime educator, administrator, and mentor.


