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DIRECTOR’S NOTE
This past May, with the end of the ‘20-’21 academic year upon 

us, some members of the Music Theatre faculty at Northwestern 
University thought it would be a good thing if we could get some live 
performance happening again over the summer.   The leaders within 
the Wirtz Center and the School of Communication agreed - and so, 

here we are.

Those Music Theatre faculty - Ryan Nelson, Kelli Nichol McHugh and 
myself - put this program together as a way of bringing members 

of our community together.  It is centered on musicals in production 
that were closed, or interrupted, or put on ‘pause’ as a result of the 

Covid-19 pandemic.  

All of us - students and faculty alike - are most excited by what is 
coming up, the new works, new voices - new ideas - that have been 
biding their time, waiting for the signal that theatres can re-open.  
Waiting for the opportunity to sing, share, succeed, fail, try again, 
make mistakes, make history, create this new world that we are all 

waking up to.   Thank you for joining us now, and in the future.

AMANDA DEHNERT



ROAD TO HELL............................................................................................................................Hadestown
Featuring: Jay Towns, John Ertman
Vocalists: Madeline Oberle, Sami DeVries, Andy Hartman, Harrison Lewis

MEDLEY.............................................................................................................................................. Hamilton
Featuring: Wes D’Alelio, Sunnie Eraso, Emily Somé, Kamali Lopez Kuno, Alondra Rios, 

Jay Towns, Jared Son
Vocalists: Claire Guthrie, Sean Zuckerman, John Ertman

FIRST BURN...................................................................................................................................... Hamilton
Featuring: Alondra Rios, Emily Somé, Sunnie Eraso, Kamali Lopez Kuno

MEDLEY..........................................................................................Beautiful: The Carole King Musical
Featuring: Jenna Sage, Emily Landreth, Maddie Novak, Lydia Weir, John Ertman, Alex Good

FO(U)R FOREVER.........................................................................................................Dear Evan Hansen
Featuring: Harrison Lewis, Sean Zuckerman, Wes D’Alelio, Jared Son

MEDLEY............................................................................................................................Dear Evan Hansen
Featuring: Jay Towns, Tom Bentsen, Meghan Altemose, Robbie Matthew, Madeline Novak, 

Claire Guthrie
Vocalists: FULL CAST

NO REASON.......................................................................................................Beetlejuice: The Musical
Featuring: Emily Landreth, Maya Pierce

HOME.....................................................................................................................Beetlejuice: The Musical
Featuring: Maya Pierce

MEDLEY..............................................................................................................................Jagged Little Pill
Featuring: Kamali Lopez Kuno, Lydia Weir, Sami DeVries, Alex Good, Jay Towns, 

August Blanco Rosenstein
Vocalists: Tom Bentsen, Gray Watson, Andy Hartman, Alondra Rios, Maddie Mazzella

NEW DREAMS ARE HERE............................................................................................ Pandemic Songs
Featuring: Sunnie Eraso

NIGHTTIME SKY................................................................................................................ Almost Famous
Featuring: Jared Son, Emily Landreth

THURSDAY IN JULY...............................................................................................................................Beau
Featuring: John Ertman

MEDLEY...........................................................................................................Moulin Rouge! The Musical
Featuring: Matt Martin, Concetta Russo, August Rosenstein, Meghan Altemose, 

Robbie Matthew
Vocalists: Claire Guthrie, Sunnie Eraso, Jay Towns, John Ertman, Alex Good, Harrison Lewis, 

Andy Hartman

MEDLEY...........................................................................................................................................................Six
Featuring: Emily Somé, Jenna Sage, Sunnie Eraso, Maya Pierce, Maddie Mazzella, Sami DeVries

BEING ALIVE................................................................................................................................... Company
Featuring: Lydia Weir, John Ertman, Emily Landreth, Maya Pierce
Vocalists: FULL CAST

SUMMER NEVER REALLY ENDS............................................................ The Secret of Camp Elliot
Vocalists: FULL CAST

MUSICAL NUMBERS



MEET THE AUTHORS

HADESTOWN
Book, Music and Lyrics by Anais Mitchell

HAMILTON
Book, Music and Lyrics by Lin-Manuel Miranda

DEAR EVAN HANSEN
Music and Lyrics by Benj Jasick and Justin Paul
Book by Steven Levinson

BEAUTIFUL: THE CAROLE KING MUSICAL
The Music of Carole King
Book by Douglas McGrath

BEETLEJUICE: THE MUSICAL
Music and Lyrics by Eddie Perfect
Book by Scott Brown and Anthony King

BEAU
Book and Lyrics by Douglas Lyons
Music by Douglas Lyons and Ethan Pakchar

JAGGED LITTLE PILL
Music and Lyrics by Alanis Morrisette
Additional music by Glenn Ballard and Tom Kitt
Book by Diablo Cody

SONG: NEW DREAMS ARE COMING
Music and Lyrics by Masi Asare

ALMOST FAMOUS
Book and Lyrics by Cameron Crowe
Music and Lyrics by Tom Kitt

SIX
Book, Music and Lyrics by Toby Marlowe and Lucy Moss

MOULIN ROUGE! THE MUSICAL
Music and Lyrics by too many to name
Book by John Logan

COMPANY
Music and Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim
Book by George Furth
2021 Revival starring Katrina Lenk as Bobbie

https://www.hadestown.com/
https://hamiltonmusical.com/
https://dearevanhansen.com/
https://beautifulonbroadway.com/
https://beetlejuicebroadway.com/
https://www.beauthemusical.com/
https://jaggedlittlepill.com/
https://masiasare.com
https://www.theoldglobe.org/press-room/2019-2020-season/almost-famous/
https://sixonbroadway.com/
https://moulinrougemusical.com/
https://moulinrougemusical.com/
https://companymusical.com/


COMPANY BIOS
MEGHAN ALTEMOSE (Cast) is a senior Theatre major at Northwestern in the Music Theatre 
Certificate Program. Some of her favorite roles at Northwestern include Ethel in the American 
Music Theatre Project’s Everly Yours and as a Soloist in The Dolphin Show’s 50 Years out of 
the Pool Cabaret. Meghan was a National Finalist at the Classical Singers Competition and 
ranked 2nd place at the National Society of Arts and Letters’ Musical Theatre Competition. 

TOM AVERY (Cast) is so excited to be singing with this amazing group live in person for the 
first time in almost a year. Tom is currently a rising senior majoring in Theatre and American 
Studies with the Music Theatre certificate. Past credits: Ensemble in Pippin (NU Dolphin 
Show), Buttons in Newsies (Paramount Theatre), Ensemble in Hello, Dolly (NU Dolphin Show). 
Coming up: Jesus in Godspell (Arts Alliance Garden Party). Enjoy the show! Represented by 
Stewart Talent. Follow on ig: @thomas.avery (he/they)

WES D’ALELIO (Cast, Asst. MD) is a rising junior studying music and theatre, with the goal 
of composing and music directing professionally! This is his first time playing piano for a live 
show! His last Wirtz appearance was as Nick in The Secret of Camp Elliott, and he has served 
as a music assistant on People You May Know and Spamalot. He loves beatboxing and singing 
for THUNK a cappella, and you can find him archiving songs from past Waa-Mu Shows!

SAMI DEVRIES (Cast) is a rising junior theatre and political science major in the Music 
Theatre Certificate program, and is so excited to be featured in What Did I Miss. Credits 
include 90th Annual Waa-Mu Show: The Secret of Camp Elliott, Daddy Long Legs, She Loves 
Me, and others! She can’t wait for you to see the show and future events at Northwestern. 

SUNNIE ERASO (Cast) is a rising third-year in the Theatre, American Studies, and Music 
Theatre Certificate programs and is thrilled to be joining Wirtz’ summer concert! Recent 
performance credits include: AMTP’s Expect Victory (Irene), the 89th Annual Waa-Mu Show 
State of the Art (Ash), and the World Premiere and 54Below Concert of Small Town Story 
(Kristin). On campus, she is a proud member of Vertigo Productions, the Undergraduate Prison 
Education Program, and New Student Experience.

JOHN ERTMAN (Cast) is a professional actor, director, composer-lyricist, writer, and musician 
based in New York City. Most recent credits: Jack in Alone (AMTP), Brian in 1,2,3,4: A New 
Musical (Syracuse University), and Adam/Noah in Children of Eden (Northwestern University). 
John is the Resident Director of Candle House Collective and has written one musical: Alone. 
He is a graduate of Northwestern University where he received a BA in Theatre and Legal 
Studies, a Certificate in Music Theatre, and a Module concentration in Creating the Musical.

ALEX GOOD (Cast) is a rising junior in the musical theatre certificate program and is 
thrilled to be taking the stage again in What Did I Miss! Most recent work includes Mia in 
the American Musical Theater Project’s Alone: A New Musical and as a featured vocalist/
performer in Chance the Rapper’s Magnificent Coloring World (August 13, 2021). Thank you so 
much to all those who made this opportunity possible!

VIA GREENE (Stage Manager) is a rising junior studying theatre management and global 
health. Her last Wirtz Center appearance was Tomas and The Library Lady (SM). Other credits 
include: Joni: Busy Being Free (SM), The Fig and the Wasp (SM), Legally Blonde (ASM), and 
Chicago Immersive’s WANDER: Lincoln Square (ASM). When she isn’t stage managing, you 
can find her being Executive Director of Lovers & Madmen or practicing running in heels. 
Thanks y’all!



CLAIRE GUTHRIE (Cast) is thrilled to be in her first Wirtz production! She is a rising 
sophomore majoring in theatre and speech pathology in the Music Theatre Certificate 
program. From Fort Worth, Texas, Claire has been in productions such as The Drowsy 
Chaperone (Chaperone) and Sunday in the Park with George (Dot). She thanks her family for 
supporting her and the incredible cast and crew of What Did I Miss! Enjoy the show!

ANDY HARTMAN (Cast) is a rising junior at Northwestern from New York City. He is currently 
majoring in Theatre, minoring in Dance, and completing the Acting for Screen and Playwriting 
Modules, and some of his favorite past credits on campus include AMTP’s Alone (Ryan) and 
JTE’s She Loves Me (Keller). Andy is so thrilled to be part of one of the first in-person Wirtz 
shows after the pandemic singing alongside his incredibly talented peers! andy-hartman.com

HARRISON LEWIS (Cast) is a rising Junior theatre major in the Music Theatre Certificate 
program and Creating the Musical module. Credits include The Purr-fect Mew-sical, People 
You May Know, C&C, and this fall’s Last Stop on Market Street as well as the world premieres 
of Bull Durham (Alliance Theatre) and Dreamland (ITF). Additionally, he enjoys directing, 
writing, and playing music and is a member of Purple Haze A Capella and the Jewish Theatre 
Ensemble on campus. He hopes you enjoy the show!

KAMALI LOPEZ KUNO (Cast) is a rising Sophomore at Northwestern. She is originally 
from Cambridge, Massachusetts. Kamali’s father is a singer and musician and her mother 
played piano growing up so she’s had strong musical influences her whole life. She’s also 
been dancing since she was little. Kamali has performed in a range of shows including In 
The Heights, West Side Story, and Heathers. She hopes to continue exploring performance 
opportunities during her time at Northwestern. 

ZOE MAROKO (Cast) is a rising sophomore with majors in both theatre and neuroscience, and 
is in the music theatre certificate program. She is super excited to get back to live theater! 
At Northwestern she serves as Winter Director for Seesaw Theatre, and will be in Vertigo’s 
Mainstage production in the fall. Special thanks to all the people who worked so hard and 
made this production possible!

MATT MARTIN (Cast) is an actor and singer living in Chicago and NYC. He is a 1st Year MFA 
Acting Candidate and recipient of the Marsha P. Johnson Award at Northwestern University. 
NYC: new/immersive work with Accomplice, Pigeonholed, New Light Theater Project, and 
Founding Member of Lalabala Collective. Favorite Regional Credits: Romance/Romance; The 
25th Annual…Spelling Bee. Training: Upright Citizens Brigade; American Conservatory Theatre; 
Indiana University. @matt_mart

ROBBIE MATTHEW (Cast) is a rising sophomore from Glen Ellyn, Illinois and is studying 
theatre. He is very excited for his first in person Wirtz Center production. At Northwestern, he 
has previously been a part of re: Click, Dance Nation with JTE, BRUTUS in the Agnes Nixon 
New Play Festival, and Watercolors with PCP. Thank you for coming!

MADDIE MAZZELLA (Cast) is a rising senior at Northwestern University in the Musical 
Theatre Certificate Program. In the past year, Maddie has been in the Marriott Rising Stars 
Concert, People You May Know (AMTP), Pippin, and will be making her regional debut in The 
Heathers at the Edge Theatre later this summer. Maddie would like to thank everyone involved 
with this process for their hard work, and as always, her mom.

http://andy-hartman.com


CAMERON MIYA (Music Director) is a junior Vocal Performance Major & Econ Minor 
concentrating in musical direction for the theatre. He’s music directed multiple shows and 
groups on the NU campus including Life Now with the National Theatre (AMD), Bright Star 
(AMD), The 90th Waa-Mu Show (Head Orchestrator), Legally Blond (MA), 9to5 (MD), Song 
cycle (MD), & Undertones A Cappella (MD).  Vocally he has had the opportunity to guest solo 
for the San Francisco, Berkeley, & Davis Symphonies and performed with PBA for America’s 
Got Talent, Nelson Mandela’s DC National Memorial & under the baton of world renowned 
Gustavo Dudamel. He is both honored and thrilled to Music Direct the incredibly talented 
group of people for this Wirtz summer show What Did I Miss?

MADDIE NOVAK (Cast) (she/her) is a rising senior from Chicago studying Theatre; Music 
Theatre Certificate; Media and Creative Markets module. Recent Northwestern credits 
include: The 90th Annual Waa-Mu Show: The Secret of Camp Elliott, Alone: A New Musical 
(AMTP), and People You May Know (AMTP). This summer, Maddie is lucky to be a teaching 
apprentice at Chicago Children’s Theatre. She has been working theatrically with children for 
years as a birthday party performer- follow Lilac Princess Parties on Facebook!

MADELINE OBERLE (Cast) is a rising junior studying theatre, psychology, dance, and theatre 
for young audiences. She is very excited to be performing in her first in-person production 
since her senior year of high school. Her upcoming projects include directing Godspell (Arts 
Alliance), assistant directing The Ballad of Mulan (ImagineU), and producing The 91st Annual 
Waa-Mu Show. She would like to thank the team for all their support and hard work. 

SAMUEL PERLMAN (Music Director) is a senior at Northwestern studying composition and 
clarinet performance, as well as working as a theatrical arranger, orchestrator, and music 
director. Samuel’s recent and upcoming productions include L&M’s Sense and Sensibility, 
ImagineU’s Tomás and the Library Lady, and the 91st Annual Waa-Mu Show. His concert 
works include Convergence for saxophone quartet; Three Alpine Scenes for clarinet, violin, 
and piano; and Divertimento and Chorale for Euphonium Quartet, which was named the 1st 
Runner-Up in the 2018 NTEQ Composition Contest.

MAYA PIERCE (Cast) (she/her) is an actor in Chicago. Maya (NU ‘21) studied Theatre with 
a minor in Computer Science and a Music Theatre Certificate. Recently Maya appeared 
in Change My Mind, a new musical by Lorenzo Pipino and Theo Janke-Furman. Other 
Northwestern credits include Oberon/Mia in The Donkey Show and The Baker’s Wife in Into the 
Woods. Now Maya is excited to pursue performing in Chicago. Thank you to Amanda, team 
music, and Kelli. Maya-Pierce.com

ALONDRA RIOS (Cast) is very excited to be a part of the cast for What Did I Miss? She is a 
rising sophomore theatre major in the Music Theatre Certificate program. She is passionate 
about performing, directing, and writing and she recently collaborated in shows such as 
Tomas and the Library Lady as well as the Agnes Nixon Playwriting Festival and the MFA 
Festival of New Works. Besos a Mama, Papa, Tata, y Zara. 

AUGUST BLANCO ROSENSTEIN (Cast) is a rising junior from Brooklyn, New York. He studies 
theatre, and is a part of the Music Theatre Certificate program. Theater credits: Legally 
Blonde (Warner Huntington III); 42nd Street (Julian Marsh); Les Miserables (Marius); Spring 
Awakening (Melchior). Television/Film: Netflix’s Grand Army (Victor Borin); The Last Full 
Measure (Private J. Larson). August thanks everyone who has organized, participated in, and 
attended this wonderful celebration of returning to in-person performance! Cheers!

http://Maya-Pierce.com


CONCETTA RUSSO (Cast) is a 2nd Year MFA Acting candidate, is excited for the opportunity 
to sing in a live performance after so long! After earning her Bachelor of Arts from the 
University of Massachusetts, Concetta has worked as an actor, singer, and teaching artist 
in the United States and abroad. Her career has included working with the Italian touring 
children’s theater Theatrino and as a company member with Shakespeare & Company in 
Lenox, Mass. She has worked regionally throughout New England. Russo gives many thanks to 
those around who keep pushing her to grow.

JARED SON (Cast) is a rising third-year studying Theatre as well as the Creating the Musical 
Module and the Musical Theatre Certificate program at Northwestern. Previously, he has been 
part of the Waa-Mu writing team for the 89th and 90th Annual Waa-Mu Shows. Favorite 
characters he has played are Lopakhin from AMTP’s Cherry Orchard and Tom from The Glass 
Menagerie. Jared is so thrilled to be a part of What Did I Miss?

JAY TOWNS (Cast) is a rising senior at Northwestern University studying Musical Theatre, 
Music Technology, and Entrepreneurship. As well as a full-time student, Jay is also an actor, 
music artist, photographer, director, and video creator. Jay’s recent credits include playing 
JEROME JONES in the new Indiana-based comedy TV series The Home and playing JAMAL 
WOODARD in the Chicago-based musical film Good Enough: The Musical. When he’s not busy 
working on a project, Jay enjoys eating sushi and attempting to freestyle rap.

GRAY WATSON (Cast) is a second year Theatre and Legal Studies double major in the 
Musical Theatre Certificate Program who simply could not be more excited to be in the What 
Did I Miss Cabaret. On campus, you might find Gray helping to plan a season of theatre as 
one of the Co Literary Managers of the Jewish Theatre Ensemble or singing his heart out with 
his manic acappella group the X-Factors. Past Northwestern Credits include Theo (Pippen), 
Cam (Alone) and Policeman (The Visit). Gray would like to thank all who helped make this 
cabaret happen as Gray is absolutely thrilled to resume live theatre!

LYDIA WEIR (Cast) graduated in June with a BA in Theatre, minor in Gender and Sexuality 
Studies, and Music Theatre Certificate. During her undergraduate career, favorite roles 
included Medium Alison in Fun Home, Julie D’Aubigny in For the Record, and Sonny in Xanadu. 
This Fall, Lydia is moving to Vienna, Austria to pursue a MA in Gender Studies. She sends love 
and thanks to everyone who has helped her on her journey so far. 

SEAN ZUCKERMAN (Cast) is a rising Junior Theatre Major from Ridgewood, New Jersey.  He 
is pursuing the Music Theatre Certificate and the Creating the Musical Module.  His current 
Northwestern endeavors include singing with The Undertones and serving as President, and 
working on the Waa-Mu Writing Board.  Favorite roles include Gabey in On the Town and 
Leonard Cohen/Others in Joni: busy being free. Special shoutout to his friends, family, and 
professors for all their love and support!
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Matthew Buettner...................................Technical Supervisor
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Denise McGillicuddy.................................. Program Assistant

SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION FACULTY
Dept. Of Theatre: Rives Collins (Dept. Chair), Masi Asare, 
Danielle Bainbridge, David H. Bell, Andrew Boyce, Stan 
Brown, Michael Brown, Barbara Butts, David Catlin, 
Shana Cooper, Tracy C. Davis, Amanda Dehnert, Marcus 
Doshi, Shawn Douglass, Roger Ellis, Melissa Foster, 
Linda Gates, Henry Godinez, Cindy Gold, John Haas, Al 
Heartley, Roxane Heinze-Bradshaw, Halena Kays, Lynn 
Kelso, Ana Kuzmanic, Tasia Jones, Sandra Marquez, 
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Roethke, Todd Rosenthal, Laura Schellhardt, Anna D. 
Shapiro, Gail Shapiro, Billy Siegenfeld, Elizabeth W. Son, 
Eric Southern, Jessica Thebus, Cristal Chanelle Truscott, 
Joel Valentín-Martinez, Justin Zullo

With fond memory of our colleague Dawn A. Mora.

The Dance Program: Joel Valentín-Martínez (Director), 
Erin Barnett, Joe Bowie, Jeff Hancock, Susan A. Lee, 
Billy Siegenfeld, Roger Ellis, Susan Manning

Program Assistants: Caitlin Robb, David Kleineick, 
Business Coordinator: Arthur Murton

Dept. of Performance Studies: Ramón Rivera-Servera 
(Chair), Lori D. Barcliff Baptista, Joshua Chambers-
Letson, Margaret Thompson Drewal (Emerita), Paul 
Edwards, Marcela A. Fuentes, Frank Galati (Emeritus), 
Roxane Heinze-Bradshaw, E. Patrick Johnson, D. 
Soyini Madison, Jocelyn Prince, Shayna Silverstein, 
Carol Simpson Stern, Cristal Chanelle Truscott, Mary 
Zimmerman, Justin Zullo
Business Coordinator:  Dina Marie Walters

Work Study Students 
Ilana Abusch, Gabrielle Bieder, Elam Blackwell, Hailey 
Brunson, Makasha Copeland, Rachael Dec, Owen 
Kiley, Zach Forbes, Maxwell Han, Madeline Hart, Emma 
Havens, Mitchell Huntley, Andrew Johnston, Lauren 
Kelly, Nicholas Kinney, Claire Kwon, Jamie Lee, Danielle 
Llevada, Hunter Luke, Rae MacCarthy, Kandace Mack, 
Leo Merrick, Henry Muller, Jo Pazol, Jeremy Pesigan, 
Julia Poetzinger, Christine Potermin, Brendan Riley, 
Rachel Schonberger, Mary Shirk, Jessamine Shortridge, 
Emmet Smith, Jared Son, Isabel St. Arnold, Koji Taylor, 
Sydney Tennill, Frederick Tippett, McKenna Troy, Hayley 
Wallenfeldt, Adam Wysocki, Rinn Packard, Tyler Felson

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS

We thank our donors who make it possible to develop and sustain the quality 
of productions at Northwestern University. The  following individuals and 
institutions have made gifts to one or more of the following areas: the Virginia 
Wadsworth Wirtz Center for the Performing Arts, American Music Theatre 
Project and the Music Theatre Funds. All gifts were made between September 1, 
2019 and August 31, 2020.

$20,000 and Above
Anonymous (2)
Elaine Cohen and Arlen D. Rubin
Robert and Wendy Macdonald 
Robert E. and Charlene J. Shaw 

$1,000 - $19,999
Anonymous (1)
Alumnae of Northwestern University
Bernard J. Dobroski, PhD and Sally Dobroski
Est. Doris A. Graber
Graber Family Foundation
Thomas Z. Hayward, Jr. and Sally Madden Hayward
Stephen and Eileen Howard
Christine M. Myers
Barbara and Daniel O’Keefe
Evelyn Ransdell Richer
Kristin Stewart
David H. Zarefsky, PhD

$250 - $999
Evan Samuel Brody
Kent E. Bracken and Daniel J. Diem
Frances Epsen Devin and Patrick Devlin
Ryan Hayden Garson
Stephen M. and Ruth G. Hendel
John Randolph and Claire E. Labbe
Kevin and Lynnette McCollum
Elizabeth Schlecht Murrill and Stephen R. Murrill
Elizabeth A. Leis-Newman and Justin Newman
Miles C. and Tiffany W. Pondelik
Barbara A. Sarasin
Todd P. and Susan Semla
Sadhna Govindarajulu True and Michael V True
Jeremy Robert Wilson, PhD and Mary Jane Alt Wilson

Donate online at giving.northwestern.edu.
Thank you for supporting Northwestern University Theatre and Dance!

Are you interested in 
learning more about 
our upcoming Wirtz 
Center season and how 
our student artists plan 
to SHINE ON during the 

upcoming year?

Join the Wirtz Center 
e-mail mailing list to 
receive information 

about our many 
productions.

wirtz.northwestern.edu/connect/

http://giving.northwestern.edu
https://wirtz.northwestern.edu/connect/

