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THE CREATORS

A.A. MILNE (Original Books, 1882 – 1956) was born in London, England, on 
January 18, 1882. After attending the University of Cambridge’s Trinity 
College and writing for the literary magazines Granta and Punch, Milne began 
a successful career as a novelist, poet and playwright in the 1920s. His best 
known works are his two collections of children’s poetry, When We Were Young 
and Now We Are Six, and his two books of stories about the lovable bear 
Winnie-the-Pooh and his animal friends. Milne died on January 31, 1956.

LE CLANCHÉ DU RAND (Book and Additional Lyrics) is an actress, a playwright, 
and a drama therapist whose work is respected across the country in all these 
fields. She has enjoyed a 30-year acting career that includes many Broadway 
credits, national tours and leading roles in many of the nation’s top regional 
theaters. She has three plays for young people published by Dramatic Publishing 
Company which have been produced at more than 20 theaters, and four plays 
produced and toured by Lincoln Center Institute. Her published adaptation 
of THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE was the only children’s play 
selected to perform at the Sundance Festival in 1999. She is the author and 
performer of her highly acclaimed one-person show HYSTERICS which has been 
performed in regional theaters and at conferences and she has also written 
TRANSCENDENTAL WILD OATS, which is about Louisa May Alcott’s family. She 
is also a drama therapist with a private practice in Ulster County, N.Y., and has 
published articles in the field.

NATE COHEN (Director) is a director, teacher and activist. Chicago credits: 
Directing at Collaboraction and Northwestern, Assisting at Steppenwolf and 
Northlight. Portland credits include various roles with Artists Rep, Portland 
Experimental Theatre Ensemble, Third Rail Rep, CoHo Productions, Action/
Adventure, Theatre Vertigo Resident Director, Lead Producer of the international 
tour of The Gun Show, Portland Area Theatre Alliance Board Member, and 
directed World Premieres of KCACTF award-winning plays MIDDLE NAMES and 
ALONE IN A TAXICAB…. Nate has been a teaching artist at Oregon Children’s 
Theatre, numerous public schools, and was Program Director of Isinglass/Artists 
Rep’s esteemed Egg Summer Theatre Leadership Academy.

A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

When I was a kid, my brother and I had a game 
we would play. We shared a bunk-bed in the back 
bedroom of our creaky old house. We’d line up 
our stuffed animals, Odin the wolf, Icey the Polar 
bear, Carly the dog, Carl the other dog, George 
the monkey, and Fireface the fire-breathing 
dragon. We’d lie in bed and take turns teaching 
them everything we’d learned in school that day. 
School was hard for my brother. He has pretty 
severe autism, and not a lot of other children, 
much less the adults in his life, really understood 
what it took for him to get through the school day. 
But our classroom full of animals did. And through 
the collision of the actual lived experiences of our 
childhood education and the imagined world of 
our bedroom turned lecture hall with its cast of 
stuffed and stitched characters, he was able to 
tell me about it. Our stories for each other became 
our lessons for them, and in so doing, we were able 
to process our days without the painful pitfalls 
inevitable in childhood.

The same escape we found in these stories is the 
thing that has made Winnie-the-Pooh and its 
cast of characters such a powerful and enduring 
story. The world of the 100 Acre Woods is not one 
without perils and errors. There are Heffalumps, 
and bathtubs, and sticky honey jars, and words 
that are very difficult to spell. But the characters 
approach their world with an innocence and 
honesty that make these challenges less harsh 
and destructive because the solutions are simple. 
Listen to your friends. Say what you mean. Lead 
with love. 

Long ago, it was ingrained in me that acting and 
speaking simply and honestly was somehow a 
sign of weakness. That vulnerability meant I was 
soft. But it doesn’t. Pooh proves it to us. This is 
a story about showing up for your friends, about 
not hiding how you feel, and about being honest in 
your mistakes. It’s a story about letting the world 
take you by surprise, in all the best ways. These 
are powerful lessons. And sometimes it takes 
the collision of an imagined world and our own 
experiences to bring those lessons to light.

MUSICAL NUMBERS
On Monday When The Sun Is Hot 

Pooh

Friends and Relations 
All

Isn’t It Funny? 
Pooh, Rabbit, Kanga, Roo

Cottleston Pie 
Pooh

Sing Woe! For The Life Of A Donkey 
Eeyore

Sing Ho! 
Pooh

Piglet’s Song 
Piglet

Rockabye, Rockabye Roo 
Kanga

Finale 
All
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