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THE PLAYWRIGHT

Originally from Chicago, Ms. Ruhl received her M.F.A. from Brown University 
where she studied with Paula Vogel. An alum of 13P and of New Dramatists, 
she won a MacArthur Fellowship in 2006 and most recently, the Steinberg 
Distinguished Playwright Award.. She was the recipient of the PEN Center 
Award for a mid-career playwright, the Whiting Writers award, the Feminist 
Press’ Forty under Forty award, and a Lilly Award. She proudly served on 
the executive council of the Dramatist’s Guild for three years, and she is 
currently on the faculty at Yale School of Drama. Her book of essays on 
the theater and motherhood, 100 Essays I Don’t Have Time to Write, was a 
Times Notable Book of the Year. She lives in Brooklyn with her family.

Her plays include Stage Kiss, In the Next Room, or the vibrator play (Pulitzer 
Prize finalist, Tony Award nominee for best new play), The Clean House 
(Pulitzer Prize Finalist, 2005; The Susan Smith Blackburn Prize, 2004); 
Passion Play, (Pen American award, The Fourth Freedom Forum Playwriting 
Award from The Kennedy Center); Dead Man’s Cell Phone (Helen Hayes 
award); Melancholy Play (a musical with Todd Almond); Eurydice; Orlando, 
Demeter in the City (NAACP nomination), Late: a cowboy song, Three 
Sisters, Dear Elizabeth, The Oldest Boy and most recently, and For Peter 
Pan on her 70th Birthday and How To Transcend a Happy Marriage. Her 
plays have been produced on Broadway at the Lyceum by Lincoln Center 
Theater, Off-Broadway at Playwrights’ Horizons, Second Stage, and at 
Lincoln Center’s Mitzi Newhouse Theater. Her plays have been produced 
regionally all over the country, with premieres often at Yale Repertory 
Theater, the Goodman Theater, Berkeley Repertory Theater,  and the 
Piven Theatre Workshop in Chicago. Her plays have also been produced 
internationally and have been translated into over twelve languages.

THE DIRECTOR

Hamid Dehghani, director of Eurydice, is a second-year MFA directing 
candidate at Northwestern University.  Hamid has received several 
awards as an actor, playwright, and director from International Festivals 
in Iran. A graduated from Tehran University of Art in Iran with a bachelor’s 
degree in Theatre Directing, he worked professionally in the theatre in 
Tehran for more than 10 years until he moved to the United States in 
2018 to continue his education. Most recently, Hamid directed A Moment 
of Silence by Mohammad Yaghoubi at Northwestern in 2019.

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE WIRTZ CENTER:

JULIUS CAESAR 
JAN 31 - FEB 9
By William Shakespeare
Directed by Danielle Roos
Josephine Louis Theater

LEGALLY BLONDE: THE MUSICAL
FEB 14 - MARCH 1
Music and Lyrics by Laurence O’Keefe and Nell 
BenjaminBook by Heather Hach
Directed and Choreographed by 
Christopher C. Carter
Ethel M. Barber Theater

THE EMPEROR’S NEW CLOTHES 
FEB 21 - MARCH 9
Music and Lyrics by Alan Schmuckler
Book by David Holstein
Directed & Choreographed by Amanda Tanguay
Produced in association with Imagine U
Hal & Martha Hyer Wallis Theater

DANCEWORKS 2020: THINGS THAT MATTER
MAR 4 - MAR 8
Artistic Direction by Joel Valentín-Martínez
Josephine Louis Theater

PETER AND THE STARCATCHER
APRIL 24 - MAY 3
By Rick Elice
Music by Wayne Barker
Directed by Nate Cohen
Ethel M. Barber Theater

KISS OF THE SPIDERWOMAN
MAY 1 - MAY 3
By Manuel Puig
Directed by Ji Won Jeon
Hal & Martha Hyer Wallis Theater

THE 89TH ANNUAL WAA-MU SHOW
MAY 1 – MAY 10
Nothwestern University’s longest running 
theatrical tradition continues in its spectacular 
89th annual production.
Cahn Auditorium

PEERLESS
MAY 15 - MAY 24
By Jiehae Park
Directed by Sarah Gitenstein
Josephine Louis Theater

THE GLASS MENAGERIE 
MAY 22 - MAY 24
By Tennessee Williams
Directed by Alvin Chan
Hal & Martha Hyer Wallis Theater

Tickets On Sale Now!
Box Office: 847-491-7282 
WIRTZ.NORTHWESTERN.EDU

Artistic Direction by Joel Valentín-Martínez

JOSEPHINE LOUIS THEATER
20 ARTS CIRCLE DRIVE
THU –SAT 7:30 PM | SAT & SUN 2PM

MARCH 4-8
TICKETS: (847) 491-7282 
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